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proſper us,” NEHEM. ii, 20. 
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A 
SERMON 


NEW YEAR'S DAY. 


35. EPIST. OF JOAN, 2D. VERSE. 
BELOVED, 1 WISH, ABOVE ALL THINGS, | THAT THOU 
MAYEST PROSPER, AND BE IN HEALTH, EVEN AS THY SOUL 


PROSPERETH\, 


Tars was the wiſh of the evangeliſt John for 
the welfare of a friend he highly eſteemed, and 
whom he diſtinguiſhed by this affectionate ad- 
dreſs, © the beloved Gaius, whom I love in the 
truth.” This worthy Corinthian convert had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the exerciſe of liberal 
charity and welcome hoſpitality towards the 

chriſtians. The Apoſtle, in our text, confers 


| 

4:6... 
on him an exalted commendation, in making 
the proſperity and thriving ſtate of his sou a 


/landard by which to adjuſt his wiſhes in rela- 


tion to his temporal affairs. © Beloved, I with, 
above all things, that thou mayeſt proſper, 
and be in health, even as thy ſoul proſper- 
„ 


In uſing, upon the preſent occaſion, theſe 
words of friendly falutation, it will be proper 
to remind you, my hearers, that they ſhould 
have been rendered, © I wiſh, as to all things, 


* This noted perſon is generally ſuppoſed to have been a na- 
tive of Macedonia, [Acts xix. 29. ] but deſcended from a fa- 
mily that came from Derbe. [Acts xx. 4.] He afterwards ſet- 
tled at Corinth, where he was converted and baptized by St. 
Paul. | 1 Cor. i. 14.] He had the honor to lodge the Apoſtle 
in his houſe during his abode in the laſt mentioned place, and 
while he wrote his epiſtle to the Romans, in which he is diſ- 
tinguiſhed for his hoſpitality towards his gueſt and all chriſtians 
mine hoſt, and of the whole church.“ | Rom. xvi. 23. 
This generous regard to the brethren, St John celebrates in 
the 5th. and 6th. verſes of the epiſtle he ſo affectionately ad- 


dreſſes © to the beloved Gaius.” — With Ariſtarchus, his 


countrymen, Gaius accompanied St. Paul to Epheſus, where, 


in the mob raiſed by Demetrius, they were dragged from their 


lodging to the theatre ; but, by the addreſs of the town clerk, 
were ſuffered to depart without injury. [Acts xix..29.] He is 
ſaid, afterwards to have been made biſhop of Theſfalonica. 
[Origen, in Rom. p. 632.] Though the Conſtitutions of the 
Apoſtles place him at Pergamos. lib. 7. c. 46. 
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13 
that thou mayeſt proſper.”* Indeed it could 
hardly be ſuppoſed that Saint John would wiſh 
the outward proſperity and bodily health of 
any one above all things; or that there was 
no other perſon to whom he wiſhed theſe 
things ſo much as to Gaius. The firſt would 
diſcover a ſpirit too worldly : the laſt, an af- 
fection too contrated.} But the benevolent 
tenor of our text may be thus paraphraſed; I 
doubt not that the intereſts of your ſoul are 
* as flouriſhing as I could defire, and that your 
* ſpiritual ſtate is ſo proſperous as abundantly 
to juſtify-my wiſh that you were as healthful 
as you are good. I therefore cordially hope 
that you may be bleſſed with the ſame hap- 
© pineſs in all your temporal, that you now en- 
joy in all your ſpiritual, intereſts.” | => 


As Saint John, in the fourth verſe of this 
epiſtle, ſpeaks of Gaius as one who had attend- 
ed upon his miniſtry and in whoſe improve- 


* This is according to the Syriac, Arabic, Æthiopic, Vul- 
gate, and other verſions. 


+ And yet a learned and ingenious critic would render it 
above all perſons; as if he had ſaid & you are the perſon for 
whoſe temporal and ſpiritual advantage I am concerned mor 
than for any other. See Hallett's Notes, v. i. P. 61. 
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ment and happineſs he felt a paternal intereſt,* 
there will be no impropriety in my conſidering 
the words as breathing out the affectionate 


withes of a chriſtian miniſter for the people of 


his charge, for his ** ſpiritual children” whom 
he will “love in the truth.“ With this pur- 
poſe I ſhall enlarge upon the text. And per- 
mit me to tender you, my well beloved friends, 
the warm effuſions of ſincere regard and dif- 
intereſted affection. In compliance with a 


cuſtom we have among us of wiſhing one ano- 


ther, at this ſeaſon, a HAPPY NEW YEAR, 
with ſentiments and profeſſions: towards you 
of eſteem and cordiality, fervently do I wiſh 
you, my dear flock, al! earthly ſatisfaction 
and ſpiritual joy conformable to your 50 
fate and chriſtian expectations 


Tus adopting and appropriating the be- 
nignant ſpirit of the text, it will be conſidered 


as including the bleſſings of temporal proſperity, 


bodily health, and ſpiritual advancement, Theſe 


Though Gaius was one of St. Paul's converts, yet there i is 


nothing contradictory in the adoptive kindneſs of St. John; 
ſince, in general, he addreſſes all chriſtians in the like tender 


and affectionate ſtyle, agreeably to the ſweetneſs of his 2 


and ſuitably to his advanced years. 
See Whitby and Doddridge, in lee: 
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comprehend, in brief, the true deſcription 
and character of AIX Ess, ſo far as it is 
attainable here below. With reference to the 
ſources of enjoyment here is a happy arrange- 
ment. And intimately are the particulars in 
the ſeries connected. For health is requiſite 
to give a reliſh to proſperity: and by the cor- 
dials of religion proſperity and health their- 
ſelves are ſweetened. Without proſperity, 
health would be inſufficient to complete en- 
joyment. Without hea/th, proſperity would 
but tantalize and deceive: And without re/- 
gion, both might prove a curſe, and not a 
bleſſing. Good ſucceſs, accompanied with 
good health, is the perfection of worldly proſ- 
perity. A good conſcience, added to theſe, 
conſtitutes the perfection of earthly happineſs.* 
It is only when corporeal ſatisfactions are re- 
fined by intellectual, and temporal bleflings 
are enriched with ſpiritual, that our felicity is 
entire; | 


; Ix this comprehenſive 1mport of our text 
ſhall 1 employ it, as the vehicle of my wiſhes 
for your trueſt intereſt temporal and eternal. 
f 4. Mens ſana in corpore ſano: el found 
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n Brrovep! t win that in all reſpects 
you 1 may proſper” that fucceſs may Attend 
you through this and {ay b 8er of le! oy 
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ribsrksirr is flint Alito beten mag 


| ſaccetd according to our wiſhes and are pro- 


ductive of the expected enjoyment. It does 
not include fo much a8 Muence, and yet im- 


plies more than a bare conpeteney. It is a ſuf- 


ficient ſupply of the neceſſaries and conveni- 
ences of life; remote from the exigence of 
want, without being ſatiated with the ſuper- 
Anity of zbundunce. It is that happy medium 
between abject poverty and overflowing riches, 
for which Agur prayed. It gives enough for 
the purpoſes of liberality and-beneficence ;-and 
yet not enough to pamper luxury, or for pro- 

igacy to ſquander.—And this is a condition 
very agreeable ; becauſe it renders us capable 
of greater improvement, furniſhes the means 
of more extenſive charity, aſſiſts the progreſs 
of more elevated virtue, and gives a pleaſanter 


reliſh for exiſtence. It may be the worthy ob- 


"ject of every man's wiſhes, and the proper 


ſubject of his prayers. And, indeed, to at- 
tain this happy independency awakens ſome 
of our earlieſt hopes, and excites ſome of our 


WE 


moſt ſtrenuous exertions. It is the ſpring of 
our induſtry, the encouragement of gur dili- 
gence, and the reward of our labor. Yer 
though | 


«Tis not in mortals to command ſucceſs, | 
1 We can do more, my friends, WE WILL DESERYE Ir.“ 


IL To the animated wiſh for your TROY 
ity would Tannex the hope that you may be 


In HEA LTH.” 


Trax enjoyment of health is a bleſſing of 
which we cannot fully realize the value until 
we are deprived of the poſſeſſion. Without 
it, every pleaſure becqmes diſtaſteful, each 
cheering proſpect fades into gloom, and each 
flattering hope expires in diſappointment. 
Deprived of health, we can neither take com- 
fort ourſelves nor give comfort to others. 
When burdened with infirmities, or racked 
with ſickneſs, we are helpleſs oftentimes as 
well as uneaſy, and muſt depend upon the 
aſſiſtance, kindneſs, and charity, of our 
friends, and be humbled with knowing that 
we conſtantly increaſe ,our obligations and 
their troubles. Without health, we cannot 
even do the duty of our ſtations, nor attend 


body. 


| 
1 1 
to our moſt important concerns as we ought. 
Eſpecially if, as is very generally the caſe, 
the mind be ſo diſtreſſed for the body and ſo 
weakened with it, that it has not calmneſs 
and reſolution to begin, nor energy to exe- 
cute, the great and arduous concerns of religi- 
on. Important, then, is the privilege of 
health; and happy they who have a good 
ſhare of it. May you, my friends, be favour- 


ed by a benignant * with this truly 
valuable boon 


| Ul. "A to render enjoyment complete, 
proſperity ſhould be ennobled and health en- 
deared by the pleaſures of a good conſcience.* 
REL1610N will improve the reliſh, the want of 
it palls-the flavor, of every earthly bleſſing. 
And his. is that * ſpirit of a ſound mind” 
which conſtitutes the health and proſperity of 


the ſoul. It is therefore my moſt fervent wiſh, 


both as your ſincere friend and anxious paſtor, 


that your /ouls may be in health and proſ- 
— per. 5 . i 2 Ne | 


# « Roga bonam mentem, bonam valetudinem, animi, de- 
inde corporis. SENECA, Epiſt. x. Seek a ſound mind; 
and aſk for good health, firſt for your ſoul; and then for your 


by 
1 3.10 

I. As your friend I wiſh your religious proſ- 
perity. This is but common chriſtian charity 
and affection. As we infer from the text the 
duty of wiſhing well to others in their tem- 
poral concerns, or that they may © proſper 
and be in health;” ſo we may infer, likewiſe, 
the rule and meaſure, the order and propor- 
tion, of theſe good wiſhes, in ſubſerviency 
to their ſpiritual eſtate, or that they may. proſ- 
per and be in health even as their ſoul proſ- 
pereth. For without this ſubordination and 
direction our good wiſhes loſe their grace and 
forfeit their name. | 


CoMPaARED With the worth of your im- 
mortal ſouls and the intrinſic value of religion, 
earthly proſperity and bodily health are of in- 
conſiderable importance. They include but 
a few unſubſtantial and unſatisfying pleaſures; 
pleaſures which every revolving year abridges, 
and every ſwiftly fleeting moment wafts away. 
But the pleaſures of religion are undecaying. 
Every year we finiſh, and every moment we 
ſpend, in their enjoyment, by bringing us 
. nearer the period of their conſummation, in- 
creaſes their value and multiplies their num 
ber. The intereſts of the ſoul are eternal. 


% 1 


They extend beyond the limits of earth; are 
uninjured by the waſtes of time, and ſuperior 
to the deſolations of death. In heaven they 
meet their completion. “ What, then, is a 
man profited if he gain the whole world and 
loſe his own ſoul ?”*—Now, ſince a leſs good, 
when it hinders a greater, becomes ſo far an 


evil; what is it but to with evil to our friends 


if we wiſh them the former in bar or prejudice 
take latter... >, | 


| To eee neighbour as ourſelves is the 
great and noble rule, or, as Saint James has 

ſtyled it, „the royal law” of charity and 
friendſhip. Of conſequence the wiſhing our 
neighbour what we wiſh for ourſelves is the 

ſum of ſocial good will. To deſire or pray 

for any temporal gift or poſſeſſion inconſiſtent 

with our better intereſt and incompatible with 

our ſpiritual concerns, would be repugnant 
to the clear remonſtrances of reaſon and the 
poſitive and frequent admonitions of ſcrip- 


_ ture. Applying this rule to our friend, our 


wiſhes that he might have many bleſſings 
thould be accompanied with this condition 


* Matth, xvi. 26. © + james ii. 8. 


— 8 4 

| that he make a good uſe of them, acknowledg- 
ing their Divine BesToweR, and conſecrat- 
ing them to HIM with gratitude-and praiſe; 
employing the health in HIS ſervice and the 
ſucceſs for HIS honor. As, therefore, we 
may be ſaid truly to love ourſelves when, ac- 
cording to the divine precept of our Lord,* 
we * ſeck firſt the kingdom of God and his 
righteouſneſs,” humbly expecting that all o- 
ther things” neceſſary or convenient * ſhall 
be added” unto us ; ſo, we truly demonſtrate 
our love to our friend when we defire to en- 
gage him in the ſame ſearch or purſuit as the 
chief of his duty, and wiſh him the like ad- 
dition as a part of his reward. It is true that, 
in our common addreſs, and according to the 
received forms of ſpeech and writing, we re- 
peat only the two former branches of Saint 
John's wiſh, omitting the laſt or ſerious part. 
But then, charity implies what civility does 
not always expreſs ; and, in every kind ſa- 
lutation, the language of the heart is entirely 
that of the text: j“ beloved, I wiſh that in all 
reſpects, thou mayeſt proſper and be in health 
even as thy ſoul proſpereth !” | 


* Matth. vi. 33. 


16 = 
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II. Ix the character of your Pàas rox, my 
moſt pure and affectionate wiſhes are for your 


ſpiritual proſperity. This is the theme of my 


daily, my moſt fervent, prayers. To aſſiſt 
and promote this engages my moſt willing and 
moſt animated exertions. And never can I 
experience a truer joy on earth. than to find 
my wiſhes and endeavours in this regard ac- 
compliſhed. This, too, will add exultation 
to my rejoicing when we ſhall meet together 
to begin, the unending, the HAT NEW 
YEAR of a glorious eternity. 


HA vIN thus appropriated the benevo- 
| lent import of the text to © the compliments of 
the ſeaſon,” I ſhall conclude with a ſhort retro- 
ſpect of the year we have paſſed. It has been 
cuſtomary thus to notice the events which 
mark the annual change. You naturally now 
expect the information obtained from ſuch a 
a review. 


TE antient Romans repreſented the firſt 


month in the year by a ſtatue with two faces; 
one of which looked backwards and the other 


forwards. There was ſomething ingenious in 


The ſtatue of two faced anus. 


Jani bifrontis imago. 


1 
the conception. Let me borrow a hint from 
it applicable to our preſent ſituation. While, 


with. raiſed expectation, we are looking for- 


wards to the events of the year upon which 
we have entered, it is becoming us to recol- 
let ſome of the prominent features of the one 
we have finiſhed.' 


1 then, © to enquire of your wel- 


fare and to congratulate you” on its con- 
tinuance. 


IT is allowable, it is proper, nay it is an 


acknowledgement of gratitude to heaven, in 


the day of proſperity to be joyful. 
Wes rejoice inGod as our life and the length- 


ener out of our days. Let us not forget any 
of his mercies: nor be unmindful of that good- 


neſs which hath crowned the year. 
I. Tas general proſperity of the Town, 


during the paſt year, awakens our pleaſing 


recollections, demands our grateful acknow- 
ledgements, and enlivens our encouraging 


* Fas eſt ab hoſt doceri.” One may even take an hint from 
an enemy. 
+ x Chron. xviii. 10. f Ecclef. vii. 14. 6 Deut. xxx. 20. 


|} Pfal. Ixiv 11. 
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[8] 
hopes. The ſeaſon; has been remarkably fa- 
vorable. The ſced hath, been proſperous ; 


the trees have given their fruit and the ground 


bath yielded its increaſe; and the heavens gave 
their dew.” * The former and the latter rain 
fell in its ſeaſon; and the appointed weeks of 
harveſt were reſerved to us., The Lord hath 
made all that you have done to proſper.|— 


I Acknowledge, with gratitude his aſſiſtances 
and favors, and aſcribe every inſtance of ſuc- 


ceſs to his gracious concurrence ! And “ let 
the Lord be magnified who hath pleaſure in 
the proſperity of his ſervants.” * Bleſs the 
Lord, O our ſouls, and all that is within us 
bleſs his holyname. jBleſs the Lord, and for- 
get-not all his benefits; who forgiveth our 
iniquities; who healeth our diſeaſes; who 
ranſometh our lives from deſtruction ; who 
crowneth us with loving kindneſs and tender 
mercies; who ſatisfeth us with good things, 
ſo that our youth i is renewed like the eagle 17 : 


No inconſiderable proof of the increaſe and 


- proſperity of the town is derived from the ne- 


ceſſity there was of enlarging our crowded 


Zech. viii. 12. + Jerem. v. 24. f Gen. xxxix. 3. 
= Pſal. xxxv. 27, || Pſal. ciii. 1—g. 


(I 
houſe of worſhip. The ſimple, eaſy, ſafe, 
and expeditious method by which this was ef- 
fected, and the curious mechaniſm which now 
ſupports the wide ſpread roof, do honor to the 
worthy and ingenious artiſt; and may prove 
of very general utility by a probable adoption 
in other towns who may have occaſion to re- 
move or enlarge public edifices.f 


J congratulate you upon the convenient and 
agreeable accommodations in the ſanctuary 


now furniſhed the numerous inhabitants of 


this extenſive town.—That ſo large and re- 
ſpectable a congregation are ſo remarkably 
united in affection, and dr/tingu;h themſelves 
ſo much by their devout obſervance of the ſab- 
bath, and general and punctual attendance 
upon the ſervice of Public Worſhip, is a co N- 
SPICUOUS. CREDIT TO YOU 'AS A PEOPLE, 
and a ſource of admiration and pleaſure to all 
the friends of religion, Still, my reſpeQed - 
and beloved flock, ſtill diſtinguiſh yourſelves 
by this happy harmony and by this zealous 
attachment to the ſervice of Gop ! © If you 


Deacon EDwarD PIERCE. 


+ The method has been adopted for the enlargement of a 
meeting houſe in Beverly, and * equally expedivous and N 


ſucceſsful, 1 


Tx 


obey and ſerve him you will ſpend your * 


— 


in proſperity, and your years in pleaſure ;”* 


and hereafter you will riſe to diſtinguiſhing 
_ rewards in the temple not "9008 ma nos 
eternal in the heavens. | 1 i 


AND now, IO thou ſacred dome, hich 


and beautified for our convenience and our 7 


praiſe! We will honor thy courts, and 


make ourſelves joyful in the houſe, of prayer.“ 


Long may thy walls reſound with the tri- 


umphs of ſalvation, and thy gates unfold to 


the acclamations of praiſe! j May Gop have 


reſpect to the place of his worſhip; and with 


his glory fill the houſe! I May he: ſhow here 
evident tokens; of favor and acceptance, of 
the power of his Spirit and the efficacy of his 
grace! I Here may our hearts be enlarged in 
on Praiſe: and by holineſs and piety: may 
„ beautify the place of his OY and 
mike the "ok of his feet glorious Ens t 


II. Lew us now take a ſurvey of the fate | 


. of health in the town during the paſt year. 


Hzz E, alas! the ſtrain of * 
muſt be dropped, to sine place to che condo- 


* Job xaxvi. 14. + 2 Cor. v. 1. {Ii Ivi. TP 9 Iſai, Is. 13. 
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lence of friendſhip and the commiſeration of 
ſympathy. Some darkening clouds have paſſ- 
ed over the ſunſhine of your proſperity. Af- 
fliction hath eclipſed its glory and ſorrow dim- 
ned its luſtre. The glooms of ſickneſs ha ve 
overſhadowed feveral of your families. And, 
ſince the commencement of the laſt year, forty 
fix deaths have taken place among us. This 
is a greater number than on any year for 
ſix paſt; *excepting that in 1775 there were 
ſeventy one, and in the ſucceeding year fifty 
ſix. The a qummbes is "_—y 8 a 
JEM» 6.01 00 * +: 10 


INN of the fwecteſt, affinities of life 85 
been diſſolved; and ſome of your faireſt hopes 
have been prematurely blaſted. —But let me, 
not open, wounds which the lenient hand of 
time, aided. by the ſoothing conſolations of 
religion, is kindly cloſing, We will indulge 
the hope that theſe afflictions may not be re- 
newed in the year upon which we are enter- 
ing. But may Gop, who has heard your 
prayers and ſeen your tears, ſend you health, 
and add to the number of your years and your 
blefiings.* “ Save now, I beſeech thee, 


* 2 Kings xx. 5. 


[ 22 J Ge, 
O Lord; O Lord, I beſeech hes) ſend now 
W Ee 0 | TT 
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* GHT. my. nds ap your 1 
ments, the uncertainty of life, be perſuaded, 
be incited, to make the worthieſt uſe of the 
year upon which you are this day entering, To 
ſeveral of you it will be the laſt: by virtue and 
piety render it your beſt. iMay it be marked 
by continual gradations in improvement, and 
rapid ac advances. in holineſs 5 


III. WI TH regurd: to the piritual 1 en i 
of my people; Jam happy to obſerve ſor © 
encouraging ſymptoms that the ſouls of man) * 
of them are in health and proſper. . Religion 
is valued, and, | truſt Go p is worſhipped, in 
every family. A ſpirit of ſerioufneſs and pi- 
ety ſeems to prevail. The faſhionable diſſipa- 
tions of life have but a low credit among us. 
The religious ſocieties of Young People are 
kept up and flouriſh. And ſeveral have been 
addet to the e Wi ithin the year. 


Ir is, alſo, a wall rejoicing we ten 
that the malignant peſtilence of infidelity, ſo- 
epidemical in ſome places, has not been conta- 


* Pſal. cxviii. 25. 


[ 23 J 

gious among us. Moſt fervently do I hope 
that you will ſtill have the good ſenſe to avoid 
the cunning craftineſs of thoſe who lie in 
wait to deceive.”* Be always © ready to give 
an anſwer to every one that aſketh a reaſon of 
the hope that is in you.” Continue in the 
faith, grounded and ſettled; and be not mov- 
ed away from the hope of the goſpel. I But 
demonſtrate the excellency of your religion by 
the holinefs of your lives and the ſuperiority 
of your virtue : and thus confute the calum- 
nies of its axcdlacies, 


AND now, my dear friends, we ate ator | 
ing upon a zew year. Gop grant that it may 
be a happy one to us all ! | 


AxorRRA leaf in the hiſtory of human 
life is now turned over. On it let us inſcribe 
a grateful acknowledgement of the kindneſs 
of Providence in thus lengthening out our days 
and crowning our years with his goodneſs. 
There, too, let us record our vows, our ſin- 
cere and firm determinations better to improve 
in future the time and talents afforded us. 


* Ephel. iv. 14. f 1 Pet. iii. 13. f Coloſ. i. 2g. 
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Accker, once more, the pious wiſhes of 
a friend who feels your welfare mingled with 


his own. jLengthy and proſperous be your 
growing days! jMay your tranquility be 
_ prolonged, your proſperity increaſed, and all 


the amenities of life improved! j Eſpecially 


may the comforts and the pleaſures of religion 


be enjoyed by you in all their happieſt influence 


and extent! j May theſe joys promote and 


— 


repay the firmneſs of your faith, the increaſe 


of your knowledge, and the progreſſion of your 


virtues; until a better and a brighter world 


render their ſatisfactions paid and their re- 
compenſes eternal ! 


AMEN. 


